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found the programme of his friends to usher in an era of
enlightenment by education and propaganda, too tepid for
him. He acquired a faith in revolutionary conduct and
dedicated himself to it. He gave up his employment, and,
on 23rd November 1858, in a melodramatic mood resolved
to live a free man in the service of the goddess of learning.
On this day I came here, and looking at my pen .with tears in my eyes,
I said " From now, I place my head in your lap ".1
Since that fateful day, a bitter struggle with want began
for him, made more grim by a generous disposition and
a fastidious temper. His father, till his death in 1864, gave
him some assistance. Numerous friends and admirers often
provided allowance for him. He made, for those days,
a good income out of his literary activities and tuitions.
Yet he was in chronic want: and the story of his meal of
parched rice and milk became a heroic tradition. For
about two years (1882-1885) he was driven to accept
service, but with a heavy heart. He left it to die in poverty
the next year.
He defied restraint of every kind. From early life, he
sought the temporary inspiration which conquest over
women brings. He married again in 1856. A little later,
he took to himself a widow of his own caste, and was
ex-communicated for so doing. But the ban was somehow
removed. But, again, he gave shelter to another widow,
married her in 1869, and was once for all excommunicated.
He spent his days between hope and disappointment, born
of his egotism and uncontrollable sex instinct. His love
affairs threw a fascination around him, and contributed
the sensual element to his poems. He wore social persecu-
tions proudly, even ostentatiously, like the robe of a
martyr's office. His romantic temperament and his great
literary services drew around him many friends and
admirers.
Narrnad was not merely a literary man; he was
an apostle of revolt. His romanticism was but an aspect
of his faith in human dignity and freedom. The supreme
moment of his life came in August 1860 when, on the
question of widow remarriage, he entered the lists against
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